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This form is for use with all events


	Risk Assessment

Date:


Activity Leader:

Activity: Canoeing  Sea and Open Water

Location:

Weather Conditions:


	To be read in conjunction with RA CAN1 Canoeing Generic Risk Assessment and applicable kit lists
	
	AVON OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES CLUB                                                                             

	Generic Risks
	Who may be affected
	Mitigation
	Additional precautions necessary for today’s event?
	Checked / Actioned by

	Planning
	
	
	
	

	· Getting lost.

· Swept out to sea.

· No means to summond help.

· Unable to safely land.
	Participants
	· Leader/Coach should be sufficiently competent in navigation for intended trip.

· For exposed coastal areas, inform Coast Guard before and after trip.

· For exposed areas inform emergency home contact before and after trip.

· Consider buddy system in high rolling waves.

· Group to carry flairs, strobe lights, mobile phones ect as required for expected conditions.

· Carry spare equipment, paddles etc.

· Escape routes can be limited on some coast due to lack of suitable landing beaches and lack of roads at sea level, consider ability of group to cope with unexpected conditions until safe beach is reached.
	
	

	Obstructions to passage
	
	
	
	

	a) Sea defences,dams, bridges, stanchions and piers.

· Collision and entrapment
	Participants
	· Leaders to inspect known hazards prior to passage.

·  Avoid up tide/wind side of man made obstructions.
	
	

	b) Geology – Coast line, rocks, and sand banks .

· Collision and entrapment

· Drowning
	Participants
	· Training / ability to identify and avoid overfalls, shallows and rocks.

· Sea caves, ensure their is sufficient room for passage and limit number of canoes in any one cave to avoid collisions.
	
	

	Water
	
	
	
	

	a) water flow

· Swept out to sea.

· Exhaustion
	Participants
	· Training / ability to identify and avoid strong currents and rip tides, over falls, be aware of sudden change of water flow.
	
	

	b) wave action

· Swept out to sea.

· Exhaustion

· Collision
	Participants
	· Training / ability to control the boat and make a passage through chop/rolling waves.

· Training / ability to surf and make rough water landings.

· Rock hoping/narrow passages with wave action, consider potential hazard to persons and damage canoes, take avoiding route if required.
	
	

	Other Water Users
	
	
	
	

	a) Other craft

· Collision


	Participants
	· Awareness of “safe personal space” to avoid collisions and practising safe surfing etiquette.

· Training / ability to take evasive actions if collision is imminent.

· Beware that larger vessels are limited by draft, these are less manoeuvrable, and may not see a kayak at all. Avoid at all times use shallow water as safe zone.

· Signal flares, signalling devices and VHF radios as available to worn off other craft.
	
	

	Weather Conditions
	
	
	
	

	a) Weather conditions.

· Hypothermia

· Exhaustion

· Lost-navigation

· Capsize
	Participants
	· Sea and open water is very susceptible to sudden changes in weather which can effect navigation IE fog, progress IE wind and wave action and temperature ie wind and rain. Always obtain latest forecast and be prepared to change the plan.

· For open canoes beware of swamping and windage potential due to wind and waves. Avoid exposed location in high winds and reduce sailing speed if canoe sailing.
	
	

	Specific Risks for this trip
	
	How is this risk generally controlled
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Participant list

Date:


Activity Leader:

Activity:

Location:

Weather Conditions:
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	Membership no
	
	
	
	
	ICE


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


� ICE = in case of emergency – who should be contacted.
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