RA1

This form is for use with all events


	Risk Assessment

Date:


Activity Leader:

Activity: Canoeing Grade I

Location:

Weather Conditions:


	To be read in conjunction with RA CAN1 Canoeing Generic Risk Assessment and applicable kit lists
	
	AVON OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES CLUB                                                                             

	Generic Risks
	Who may be affected
	Mitigation
	Additional precautions necessary for today’s event?
	Checked / Actioned by

	Obstructions to river passage
	
	
	
	

	a) Man made structures -weirs, bridges, stanchions, piers, canals and locks.

· Collision

· Entrapment

· Falls
	Participants
	· Leaders to inspect weirs for hazards prior to passage. Portage if tow back is excessive or weir is damaged / shallow or has trapped debris within stopper or is an anti-scour or horseshoe weir. Set up rescue cover if required.

· Avoid up stream side of man made obstructions.

· Beware that objects may be thrown from bridges by youths, try to avoid loitering near bridges in these situations.

· Generally locks should be portaged. Beware of unprotected drops at lock side or whilst walking across lock gates. Whilst in canoes keep clear of lock gates.

· Canals beware that it may be difficult or impossible to land if the canal has high vertical walls, know safe entry / exit points and the leader must have deep water rescue skills.
	
	

	b) Geology - river bed, rocks and banks.

· Trips, slips and falls 
	Participants
	· Beware of potential trips, slips and falls whilst maneuvering on river bank / over rocks especially whilst portaging canoes or accessing the river from a high bank. Set up hand line / canoe lowering rope if required. The river banks at the landing points can become very slippery due to the erosion and number of wet canoes being emptied. Get the group to pass up the boats rather than try to drag them up behind themselves on a steep slippery bank to reduce the risk of falling “run away boats”.

· When undertaking a high seal launch consider if there is sufficient water depth in landing zone and it is free of rocks. 
	
	

	c) Trees, barred wire, fences, posts

· Entrapment

· Falls
	Participants
	· Training / ability / shepherding to navigate away from fallen trees, tree branches or fences over hanging the bank. 

· Beware of fences / post near river edge in flood conditions.

· When portaging or inspecting weirs be aware that dense bank vegetation may hide unprotected drops, as the edges may be formed from undercut unstable ground.
	
	

	d) Debris and fly tip rubbish

· Entapment

· Contamination
	Participants
	· Beware of submerged obstructions like cars, bicycles and shopping trolley's to avoid entrapment.

· Beware of drug user's discarded equipment or human  excrement around secluded areas near urban sites e.g. on banks under bridges.
	
	

	Water
	
	
	
	

	a) Water

· Collision

· Entrapment


	Participants
	· Beware of lock water discharges either inside or below locks and water intakes.
	
	

	Other Users
	
	
	
	

	a) Other craft 

· Collision
	Participants
	· Beware of other craft, move to safe zone near bank and stop activity if required during their passage. Normally keep right.

· Avoid being in a tunnel with mechanically propelled craft. Each vessel  should have two lights that are ready for use if required. 
	
	

	Specific Risks for this river
	
	How is this risk generally controlled
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Participant list

Date:


Activity Leader:

Activity:

Location:

Weather Conditions:
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	Name
	Membership no
	
	
	
	
	ICE


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


� ICE = in case of emergency – who should be contacted.
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