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The Chairmanos

Well, a year seems to have flown by. 12 months ago, when writing my first Chairman's piece,
| was worried about what | was taking on. 12 months later and | find I've been re -elected
for the post. Some things remain the same. A year ago | was commenting on Spring -like
weather and snow showers, and this year, Spring sunshine is starting to break through , and
those members on the Peak District trip  over Easter were lucky enough to enjoy walking and
biking through a crisp blanket of  snow.

At the request of the out  -going membership secretaries, the membership year was changed

at the AGM on 3™ March. As a result of the change, existing members have had their
membership extended from 31 March 2008 to 30 September 2008, but new cards wi Il not be
issued for this period. The aim is to make things easier for the new membership secretaries

who take office on 1 ** April, who previously have been immediately confronted  with the task
of renewing the membership of over 400 people 9 quite dauntin g for even experienced
Committee bods .

With the increasing turnover of the Club, the constitution was also changed to introduce a
requirement that the Club accounts are audited by an external auditor . We hope that this
will provide comfort to members an d the T reasurer alike.

Having just checked the calendar, there are  quite a few days and weekends without much
happening, so as the evenings are getting longer, and the clocks have gone forward , | would
encourage you all to think about getting involved and  organising something. Plenty of guidance
is available from the Committee and existing members.

Have a good year.

Richard Hiscoke
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